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Congress who came together in a true bipartisan
spirit to make this a national priority.

I also am pleased that the bill provides critical
funding for cleaner water, energy security, Na-
tive Americans, and the arts, and that objection-
able riders that threatened serious harm to our
environment have been fixed or dropped.

A century ago, President Theodore Roosevelt
put America on the path of land stewardship.
With this agreement, we enter a new century
better prepared to honor and fulfill this vital
conservation vision.

Telephone Remarks to a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
Dinner in Jupiter, Florida
October 3, 2000

[The President’s remarks are joined in progress.]

The President. ——on the tarmac at the
Miami airport for over an hour, and the pilot
said we still couldn’t take off because of the
heavy rains and winds. And I really looked for-
ward to coming. I must say, I feel a little jinxed.
Every time I come to Jupiter or try to, some-
thing happens. Once before, when I was coming
there, you may remember, I tore my leg up,
and it took me a couple years, but I finally
got back there. And I hope I can come back
and see you.

I want to thank the Barots for hosting this
dinner tonight. I want to thank Congressman
Wexler for being there and for being such a
good friend and supporter. I want to thank the
candidates who are there, my longtime friend
Elaine Bloom, Patsy Kurth, Jean Elliott Brown.
Thank you for running for Congress.

And I want to tell the young dance troupe
how sorry I am I didn’t get to see you dance.
I looked forward to it, and I hope I can see
you dance either here or in Washington at the
earliest possible opportunity. But I really thank
you for the efforts you made.

And I want to thank all of you who came
out tonight to help our House Democrats and
our candidates. I feel good about this election,
but it’s a long way between now and election
day and we have to work very, very hard.

I think it should be clear from the campaigns
that have been run by the challengers here in
Florida what the stakes are and what the dif-
ferences are. And the only thing I promised
myself is that I would do everything I could
between now and election day to help us win
the House back and to win as many Senate

seats as possible. As you know, I’m especially
interested in the one in New York.

But I have learned that 8 years of experience
teaches that every single Senate seat, every sin-
gle House seat is profoundly important. We have
a different economic policy. We have a different
crime policy. We have a different education pol-
icy, a different health care policy, a different
environmental policy, and we have a very dif-
ferent view about what our relationships with
other countries around the world ought to be,
and America’s responsibilities beyond our bor-
ders. And for all these reasons, I think it is
imperative that we elect every person we pos-
sibly can.

I want to thank those of you who have sup-
ported me these last 8 years. It has helped us
do the things that we’ve done in America and,
especially, in Florida, from saving the Ever-
glades to moving the Southern Command here
to trying to help revive the economy in every
part of the State.

I want to thank those of you who have come
to our country from other nations and who have
made it a stronger, more diverse, more inter-
esting place, far more well prepared for the
new century. And I want to urge you to do
everything you can, to talk to all your friends,
people who would never come to an event like
this, between now and election day, about why
it’s imperative that we keep this economy going
and keep paying down the debt; why it’s impor-
tant that we invest in the education of our chil-
dren and the health care of our seniors; why
it’s important that we find ways to preserve the
environment, even as we grow the economy;
and why it’s important that we make a safer
world for our children.
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The Democrats are right on all these issues.
And I can tell you that there is a huge dif-
ference between having the votes of a majority,
and not. And so every one of these people de-
serves your support. And again, I am profoundly
grateful, and I am just sick I’m not there. I
really looked forward to being there, and I
didn’t give up until we had sat on the tarmac
for an hour, and the Air Force said there was
no way. And they told me it would take over
3 hours to drive there, because the fog is so
thick in Miami, you can’t see your hand before
you.

So I hope you’ll give me a raincheck. And
I thank you again for being so generous and

good and supportive to our candidates for the
House.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. by tele-
phone from the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables,
FL. In his remarks, he referred to dinner hosts
Gopi and Dilip Barot; and State Representative
Elaine Bloom, State Senator Patsy Kurth, and
Jean Elliott Brown, candidates for Florida’s 22d,
15th, and 16th Congressional Districts, respec-
tively. The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary did not include the complete
opening remarks of the President.

Remarks at a Rally for Representative Corrine Brown in Jacksonville,
Florida
October 4, 2000

Thank you. Now, I would say that you’re
ready to win this election. Senator Holzendorf,
thank you for getting us off to a good and rous-
ing start. I want to thank Corrine’s colleague
Representative Alcee Hastings from Florida, my
great friend and a great Representative. Thank
you for being here.

And I’m here to say, based on personal expe-
rience, that Corrine Brown does deliver. I saw
this beautiful elevated rail coming in here. I
know how hard she’s fought for transportation,
for affordable housing, for Head Start and edu-
cation, for a Patients’ Bill of Rights. Not only
that, I saw those billboards. I think you’re the
prettiest candidate in this race. You’re pretty
to me. [Laughter] When I was a little boy, my
mother used to say, ‘‘Pretty is as pretty does.’’
[Laughter]

Didn’t the Vice President do a great job last
night in that debate? [Applause] I was so proud
of him. Look, this is a rally, and we can cheer,
and I know I’m up here preaching to the saved,
but I want to ask you just for a few minutes
to kind of listen and let me say a few things
from the heart. I’m not running for anything
this year, and most days I’m okay about it. My
party has a new leader. My family has a new
candidate. Thanks for the plug, Corrine. I wish
you could vote in New York, but we need you
here. But I want to tell you something.

This is a big race, not just for President but
every Senate seat and every House seat counts.
If anybody has learned that over the last 8 years,
I have. Every one of them counts. If I’ve been
able to do any good for you and for our country,
it’s only been because of people like Alcee
Hastings and Corrine Brown, who stood with
me and helped me to build this country and
helped me to move it forward.

I want to thank the people of Florida. The
first electoral victory I got, of any kind, when
I ran for President, was in December of 1991
in the straw poll at the Florida Democratic Con-
vention. I am grateful. We nearly won here in
1992, and we only spent a little bit of money,
and they spent millions. And so, in 1996 I said,
‘‘Look, we’ve been good for Florida. We had
the Summit of the Americas. We moved the
Southern Command to Florida. We saved the
Everglades. We brought the economy back.
We’re going to win in Florida.’’ And we did.
And when we won Florida, everybody said, ‘‘The
election is over. Bill Clinton and Al Gore have
been reelected. If they can win in Florida,
they’re going to win America.’’

I tell you that not to look back but to look
forward. In America, our public life is always
about tomorrow. I have worked as hard as I
could to turn this country around. And what
I want to say to you is, it is all on the line
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